Retrieval performance in online search in thermal physiology.
Documents on four topics in thermal physiology were searched for in both BIOSIS and MEDLINE using both natural language and standard index words. The search by natural language retrieved more relevant documents than the search by standard index words in both databases. Overall, more relevant documents were retrieved in MEDLINE than in BIOSIS. Even in MEDLINE, however, only about 40% of the total existing documents (as estimated by an expert in thermal physiology) were retrieved.